Mr. Chester Augustus Garis Jr.
October 26, 1939 - December 7, 2019

CHESTER AUGUSTUS GARIS, JR.
Mr. Chester (Skip) Augustus Garis, Jr., 80, of Hawkinsville, Georgia passed away
December 7, 2019 at Pinewood Manor in Hawkinsville, Georgia. Skip’s Celebration of Life
will be memorialized on Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 11 o’clock at First United
Methodist Church with Rev. Jack Varnell officiating.
Mr. Garis was a native of Bangor, Pennsylvania. He was a member of the First United
Methodist Church in Hawkinsville, Georgia, where he taught Sunday school in the Lucille
Adams Class. He also taught Science in Vacation Bible School for a number of years to
the children. Skip was a retired Veteran and served in the U. S. Navy for 21 years. He
retired as a Master Chief Electronic Technician. He served on the U.S.S. Conger, the
U.S.S. Thomas Edison, U.S.S. George Bancroft and the U.S.S. Patrick Henry, which he
was very proud of. He then retired after 17 years from Northrup Gruman as a Senior
Engineer. He is preceded in death by his parents, Chester A. Garis, Sr. and Grace
Kachline and his daughter, Stacee M. Webb.
Those left to forever cherish his memory include his wife, Betty Weidman Garis of
Hawkinsville, Georgia; sons, Mark Alan (Judith) Garis of Hawkinsville and Dana Joe
(Laurie) Garis of Bangor, Pennsylvania (both of whom he was so proud); sisters,
Geraldine (Paul) Labar, of Bangor, Pennsylvania, Bonnie (William) Zanetti of Florida and
brother, Ronald (Andrea) Garis of Bangor, Pennsylvania; grandchildren; Nicole (Eli) Lewis,
Mark, Jr. (Alison) Garis, Amber and Hunter Garis and 3 great-grandchildren, Brantley,
Tessa Rose and Noah.
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Methodist Children’s Home.
If you want to think of me or to do something to honor me:
(1) Volunteer at our schools or church.
(2) Tell someone they had a positive effect on your life.
(3) If you smoke-quit.
(4) If you drink-stop
(5) Turn off your electronics and talk to a child about their hopes and dreams.
(6) Forgive someone who doesn’t deserve it.

(7) Make someone smile today if it’s in your power to do so.
(8) Hold everyone up with prayers every day!
To all those who loved me, assisted me, cared for me, laughed with me and taught me
things so that I could have a wonderful, happy life. I was blessed beyond measure by
knowing all of you. That is what made my life worthwhile.
Clark Funeral Home of Hawkinsville, GA is in charge of arrangements.
Please view or sign the online memorial at www.clarkfuneralhawkinsville.com
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Hawkinsville First United Methodist Church
Merritt Street, Hawkinsville, GA, US, 31036

Comments

“

I had the pleasure of sailing with Chief Garis, my supervisor, aboard the Patrick
Henry ("73-"75). I remember him showing me/us the fascinating crayfish aquarium at
his house, and meeting his wonderful family. I also remember when I was needed to
relieve the watch but after a night of drinking in Guam, no one could wake me. Chief
Garis leaned into my ear and yelled "ACKERMANN!". I exploded into the reading
lamp above my head and I can still hear him roaring with laughter. He was the best
supervisor I had.
Jim Ackermann, reactor operator, retired

Jim Ackermann - August 04 at 11:55 PM

“

On behalf of the children, staff and Trustees of The Methodist Home for Children,
please accept our heartfelt condolences. May the peace and presence of God be
near in the days ahead!

Alison Evans, CEO The Methodist Home - December 24, 2019 at 02:58 PM

“

Betty,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this difficult time. Skip
loved teaching the kids science at VBS. Our community is a much better place
because of Skip's many kind needs.

Lynn Harper - December 11, 2019 at 04:44 PM

